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You can usually tell spring is just around the corner by 
the mud and the municipal social event of the year; Town 
Meeting. On Monday March 01 about 50 people gathered 
for the potluck dinner that precedes town meeting. Fare 
ranged from baked beans to ziti, with pizza, salad and 
cooked ham throw in for good measure. The girl scouts 
were on hand to sell cookies and Representatives George 
Till and Bill Frank mingled with residents. By seven about 
25 more arrived and the meeting began. Prior to convening 
the 2010 town meeting, Moderator Besse went over Rob-
erts Rules and welcomed guests. The Good Citizen of the 
Year Award went to Sherry Mahoney, our secretary at Smi-
lie. Retiring Select Board Chair John Devine was honored 
for his long and dedicated service. 

Kathryn Devlin with the help of Miranda Grover held 
down the babysitting detail; keeping the little ones enter-
tained while the big ones discussed town business. Casey 
Lavallee manned the mike, scooting around the gym as if 
on roller skates to get the cordless mic to those who wished 
to opine.  

The municipal and local school budgets, $696,450 and 
$1,300,872 respectively, passed unanimously by voice 
vote.    

A real high-light of both days was the slide show of the 
historic photos of Bolton at the turn of the century; not the 
last turn but the one before that! The slide show, which was 
produced from glass negatives of photos taken by Homer 
Locke, had been just out of the reach of the public for many 
years. Prior to an estate auction early last fall, Joss Besse 
took the time to call several residents and ask if he were 
able to procure some of the negatives, would they be inter-
ested in pledging some funds to help pay for them. Totally 
on faith about 20 people promised to help. Joss spent the 
better part of 12 hours standing outside in the blowing Oc-
tober weather to bid on these priceless objects. He was able 
to walk away with around 50 negatives at a cost of $478. 
The negatives had been placed in acid free paper and boxes 
and are safe in the vault at the town office. I am hoping to 
get some of these printed and framed for display at the 
town office. Joss coordinated with UVM, had the negatives 
scanned and Steve Barner produced the slide show that ran 

Monday night and all day Tuesday. We all owe a HUGE 
thank you to Joss for tackling this task and taking time out 
of his busy life and money of our his pocket to front this 
project for the town. Anyone who would like to contribute 
to help defray the costs of purchasing the photos may send 
a check to the town or to Joss. Steve Barner, who also 
maintains our webpage, did a wonderful job with the slides. 
Thanks to both gentlemen for their dedication and commit-
ment to the town. We all appreciate it!  

On Tuesday, 226 voters passed through the Smilie gym 
again to cast their votes on all the Australian ballot ques-
tions. 

The MMU budget of $26,111,773 passed by a vote of 
2,071 to 1,025 and the Notch Road Re-construction project 
passed 125 to 97. 

The request for a fire truck failed 123 to 102 and the ¼ 
cent for conservation land failed 123 to 102, with one blank 
vote. 

Town Officers were elected as follows:  
• Ron Lafreniere, Jr running unopposed for a 3-year 

seat on the Select board had 213 votes 
• Incumbents Dan Champney with 145 and RJ Vallie 

with 142 beat David Parot with 72 for the two 2 year 
terms  

• Joss Bess, Gene Armstrong, Joan Pecor and Deborah 
La Riviere, all unopposed were re-elected as Modera-
tor, Constable, Delinquent Tax Collector and Grand 
Juror. 

• For the Bolton School District Michael Woods re-
mained in his seat on the Board with 205 votes  

• Alain Cohen who was appointed to finish an unex-
pired term was elected with 202  

• Ken Remsen, also appointed in 2009 to an unexpired 
place as our MMU rep was elected with 206 votes  

• Joss Bess remains our school moderator with 219  
• There was no candidate for a 3 year term on the Bol-

ton Board and Paula Gervia won that with 28 write-in 
votes 

Thanks to all who participated. Especially my election 
workers; Ellen May, Joan Pecor, Theresa Stockwell, Tina 
Atwood, Brenda McKeown and Paula Gervia and extra 
ballot counters Amy Grover and Carol Devlin. While 27% 
of the checklist doesn’t sound like many, it was a nice turn-
out for town meeting. 

By Deborah La Rivière 
Town News 

Town Meeting Notes 
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About 100 residents were in attendance. Moderator Joss 
Besse introduced himself and opened the floor to the state repre-
sentatives for a few minutes each. 

Representative Bill Frank reminded voters of the Doyle Sur-
vey and said results would be posted on his web site. He indi-
cated the most asked questions he encountered have to do with 
VT Yankee and the regarding re-lincesure and the state budget. 
With the large deficit even if we used last year’s budget it would 
still mean level funding plus deficit. 

Representative George Till explained that the source of the 
leak at Vermont Yankee has been found and is a relatively small 
confined area of soil contamination. The leak appears to not be an 
on-going issue. He also stated that Vermont is one of the few 
states that balances the budget. There will be services that have to 
be cut, but at this point no new taxes have been discussed. Most 
revenues have been going down. Vermont is further ahead with 
health cares issues and we will move ahead with something quite 
substantial. An unclaimed funds list has been left with the town 
clerk. 

The Good Citizen of the Year was awarded to Sherry Ma-
honey. 

Select Board member RJ Vallie spoke with regard to retiring 
member John Devine, thanking him for his many years of ser-
vice. 

Moderator Besse reminded those who were not registered 
voters to refrain from voting and went over the rules for Town 
Meeting. 

The meeting was called to order and began with the school 
portion. 

 
SCHOOL PORTION 

Article 1: To hear and act on the reports of the school 
directors. Motioned by Phil Graf and seconded by Ken Remsen. 
Rich Miller gave a short presentation and indicated that there has 
been a shift to multi-age classrooms, which was accomplished by 
lots of flexibility. This helped with the budget. NECAP scores 
crept up alittle. Teachers and administration have been focusing 
on changing curriculum. Another new thing is development for 
teachers from other teachers. The proposed budget is a slight de-
crease from previous year and the Board worked on reducing 
expenditures but still maintaining quality. Multi-age classrooms 
saved money. He thanked CESU, Principal Mary Woodruff and 
Sherry Mahoney for their help. Miller did say that the Smilie tax 
rate would increase .075 and MMU by 0.8. While the budget 
went down, the tax rates will increase due to a shift in Title 1 
money . Health insurance and teachers salaries are up. Declining 
enrollment does not help with costs. The Board is very aware that 
taxpayers cannot afford increase taxes and are striving to keep 
costs down; there will be no step increase and a salary freeze for 
next year. The Board will also be looking for larger co-pays for 
health insurance in next negotiations. A factor in the budget is 
state funding. With the decline in students state funding also goes 
down. Some of the pro-active things that the board has done: The 
Board is preparing to study the idea of school unification and/or 
consolidation of schools, which doesn’t mean closing Smilie but 

could might mean bringing 5th graders back to Smilie. Any major 
changes will require voter approval. The Board has been seeking 
grants to help with school issues. Rich introduced the superinten-
dent and principal and board members. 

John Devine:  What’s the full capacity of Smilie School? 
John Alberghini: 125 
Mary Woodruff: There are 87 this year with pre-school; with 

68 in the K-4 grades. 
The question was called. All were in favor, motion passed. 
 
Article 2: Shall the voters of the town of Bolton authorize 

the school board under 16 V.S.A. 562 (9)  to borrow money 
by issuance of bonds or notes not in excess of anticipated 
revenue for the school year. Motioned by Sharon Murray with a 
second by Steve Peery. All in favor, motion passed. 

 
Article 3: Shall the voters approve the payment of $10 

stipend per meeting per board member. Motion by Steve 
Peery and seconded by Phil Graf. 

Mo McIntyre: Perhaps the teachers should take at this type 
of level funding. All in favor, motion passed. 

 
Article 4: To vote a budget of $1,300,872 to meet the ex-

penses and liabilities of the town school district. Motioned by 
Mariellen Woods with a second by Dave Mahoney. All in favor, 
motion passed. 

 
Article 5: To transact other school business thought 

proper when met. Motion by Paula Gervia with a second by 
Sharon Murray. Paula Gervia announced she is interested in the 
open seat on the Bolton school board. 

The motion to adjourn was made by Jen Botzojorns and sec-
onded by Sharon Murray. 

 
The Town portion of the meeting began after a short recess. 
 
Chairman John Devine introduced Board members. Modera-

tor Besse went through the first four articles that would be voted 
by Australian ballot on Tuesday and offered that if all agreed 
those would be discussed under Article 12. All agreed. 

Articles 1, 2 , 3 and 4   Australian ballot questions to be 
voted Tuesday, March 2, 2010. 

 
Article  5: To see if the voters of the Town of Bolton will 

accept the town report. Motioned by Margot Pender and second 
by Ken Remsen. Joss made correction on page 16. All in favor, 
motion passed. 

 
Article  6: To vote a budget of 696,450 to meet the ex-

penses and liabilities of the town and to authorize the select-
men to set a tax rate to provide the same. Motioned by Phil 
Graff with a second by Lars Botzojorns. All in favor, motion 
passed.   

 
Article 7: To see if the town will vote to pay real and per-

Town Meeting Day Minutes: March 1, 2010 
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sonal property taxes to the Town Treasurer in four install-
ments with due dates of September 15, 2010,November 15, 
2010, February 15, 2011 and May 15, 2011. Motioned by Mike 
McIntyre and seconded by Sharon Murray. All were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

 
Article 8: To see if the town will authorize interest 

charges on all delinquent taxes of 1% per month. Interest 
accrues as soon as the payment is late. Motion by Phil Graf and 
seconded by Linde Emerson. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Article 9: To authorize the Select Board to borrow money 

for the necessary needs of the town as they arise. Motion by 
Margot Pender and seconded by Mica Cassara. All were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

 
Article 10: To establish expenses for Select Board. Mo-

tion by Chris Bernadine to pay Select Board members $10 
per member per meeting. Seconded by Mica Cassara. All were 
in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Article 11: To see if the town will authorize the select 

board to acquire by gift or purchase, land in collaboration 
with the town’s conservation commission to promote refores-
tation, water conservation and good forest practices or for 
open land for animal habitat, recreational uses and to pre-
serve important ecological uses. Motion by Sharon Murray and 
a second by Lars Botzojorns. All in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Article 12: To transact other business thought proper 

when met. 
 
(Back to the first 4 Articles for discussion) 
Article 2: The ¼ cent for conservation   
Sharon Murray addressed the ¼ cent for conservation land. 

Murray explained that there is a one-page sheet describing the 
fund. There is a policy now and application for getting funds. 

John Westie: Is there a piece of land the town is looking at? 
Anything in the next year? 

Murray: Not right now, but it was used previously for Pre-
ston Pond. The most recent application was from CRAG for a 
conservation easement. CC is considering an inventory to dis-
cover if there is any land. Funds aren’t intended to purchase the 
land but help leverage a purchase or be used for conservation 
easements. 

Tucker Andrews: What happened with the CRAG land appli-
cation? 

Murray: Crag filled out the application and went before the 
Select Board and asked for $7500 but were approved for $5000. 
The project they were requesting funding for hasn’t been com-
pleted yet so they have not drawn on the funds. If the funds aren’t 
used they will go back into the fund. 

Steve McLeod: Was there a vote last year? Did it pass? 
Murray: It was defeated last year by about 30 votes. 
Mica Cassara: I think a ¼ cent on tax rate is small amount. 

Andy Stevens: Does land that’s purchased in this way end up 
coming off the tax rolls? 

Murray: If the money is used for a conservation easement, 
no. And open land doesn’t require any services. Some studies 
show open land actually increases neighboring properties values. 

Stevens: If it increases my taxes, it doesn’t help me. 
Peter Chapman: I think these purchases do have an impact 

because climbers and hikers may need services like rescue and 
parking facilities. 

Murray: The DRB looked at that when it gave CRAG their 
sub-division. CRAG assured us there wasn’t going to be any or-
ganized tours or events. There isn’t adequate parking and they 
will need to come back to the town for additional approval. 

 
Article 3: Notch Road Re-Construction 
Nick Heintz: Could the Board explain the cost? 
John Devine: Our engineer estimated about $335,000 the 

board added the extra 50k as a buffer. Whatever is not used will 
go towards paying down the note. 

Tucker Andrews: What will be paid by the gravel pit? 
Devine: All the gravel for the job is being donated by the pit 

and the owners have offered to also take any material from the 
road that can’t be re-used. They will be allowing us to widen the 
road onto their property. We estimate they will be donating about 
30 to 50 K to the project, As far as assessing any money to the 
pit, we have not done that. 

Dave Beckman: My wife and I are the owners of the pit. We 
are donating the gravel to the road project and we also allow the 
town to store materials on the property and donated materials 
when needed for small projects. 

Don Whitman: Given the history of runaway trucks would 
the Board please consider a ramp. 

Devine: Since that would involve use of federal land, we 
know it won’t happen. 

Andrew Pond: What happens if this issue ends up a “no” 
vote? 

Devine: We’ll just maintain as we go. Perhaps try again. The 
road will not get any better. 

Heintz: Will there be another entrance for the pit? 
Devine: Farther down the road. 
Murray: Is the new design good enough to handle increased 

truck traffic.? 
Devine: The engineer feels it will be good. The water under 

the road is the main problem. 
Amy Ludwin: Any discussion to separating the repairs; into 

phases? 
RJ Vallie: The town held two public meetings and that topic 

did came up, the engineer feels it’s more cost effective to do it all 
at once rather than have contractors move equipment in and out 
and then back in and out. A bidding process at this time may 
work to our advantage. 

Cassara: How much will this add to the tax rate 
Devine: About 3 cents per hundred dollars of value.  
James Cornett: Has there been any discussion on how to get 

money out of the pit? Making others pay? 

Town Meeting Day Minutes, contd. 
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Vallie: Fee structures are normally a part of a permitting 
process and we’re not in that type of situation. 

Cornett: Fee based wouldn’t be allowed? 
Vallie: Correct. The Town cannot impose a fee at this 

time, according to our attorney.  
Chapman: Since there is a fudge factor in the dollar 

amount you’re asking for, will there be protection in the bid 
process so the contractor does pad the bill?          

Devine: Yes   
Mike Rainville: How much longer before the pit goes dry? 
Beckman: Probably not in my lifetime. 
Rainville: If the trucks weren’t there, there’d still be dam-

age. Widening will be good. 
Ken Remsen: At the first meeting the board mentioned that 

the road would not be closed? Is that still true? 
Devine: Probably one lane. When the blasting takes place 

it may close. 
McIntyre: Are there weight limits? 
Devine: We allow the truckers 75,000 to get over weight 

permits to go over the road. 
Joanna Pallito: Is the pit permit based on volume or num-

ber of trucks? How do we control the number? 
Beckman: The pit has been operating since 1960 so it’s 

grandfathered. We have no intent of changing the scope of 
business. 
 
Article 4: Fire Truck 

Ron Lafreniere: What do we do now? 
Mike Gervia: Pay mileage for members to use their own 

vehicles. We don’t like to turn guys away from training, so 
right now they drive themselves. This will take members to 
training all over the state. Last year I had 4000 miles on my 
personal vehicles. We will also use the truck for traffic control.
  

Jen Botzojorns: What about leasing? How long will this 
one last? 

Gervia: We replace every 20 years. It’s hard to say about 
this truck, since it’ll be used all over the state 

John Westie: Mike your truck had 4000 miles last year at 
50 cents a mile that’d only be $2,0000. A 40K loan would be 
$8400 a year in payments. How could that be better than pay-
ing mileage? 

Gervia: Over 20 years it’ll be cheaper to buy the truck. 
 
There was no other business to be brought before this 

Board. Duncan Galbraith motioned to end the meeting, sec-
onded by Linde Emerson. The meeting closed at 8:30. 

 
 
Attest: 
Deborah LaRiviere 
Town Clerk 

Town Meeting Day Minutes, contd. 

RABIES CLINIC 
Saturday March 20, 2010 

1p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Richmond Rescue Building 

(across the tracks and behind 
Richmond Home Supply) 

$12 per pet  Please keep dogs 
leashed and cats crated 

Senior Dinner,  
Family & Music Night! 

 

On March 25th from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 
Smilie School, all seniors are welcomed 
to invite family members for a potluck 
and live music. Music will be provided 
by “JAM”, Jason Stockwell, DJ. RSVP to 
Doris at 434-3769 with the number of 
people and what you are bringing to 
share for the potluck. Thanks! See you 
there! 
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Mary Woodruff, Smilie School principal, and the 
members of the 21st Century Grant Application Advisory 
Board would like to extend their thanks to Bolton Valley 
Resort for joining Smilie School as a “21st Century Key 
Community Partner,” and to also extend a special thank 
you to Mel Croshier and George Potter for their support 
and help in completing this grant application process.  If 
awarded, this 21st Century Grant will provide funding for a 
Smilie School 2 week summer camp, and after school en-
richment programs.  We’ll keep you posted, and thank you 
again for your support! 

Thank You from Smilie 

Come and join local families for play time with your 
children. The playgroup is free of charge and open to all 
children 0-5 years old and their caregivers. At playgroup 
you will find stories, songs, crafts and free play-including 
time in the gym with rides on toys and more! This is a 
wonderful opportunity to play with your children in a fun, 
stimulating environment, to meet other playmates and con-
nect with other parents and caregivers. 

Playgroup starts on Wednesday, March 10, 2010 and 
runs from 8:15 to 10:15 a.m. in the Smilie preschool room/
gym. Bring toys, balls etc for gym time! If you have any 
questions, please call Amy Poor at 434-6747. Playgroup 
follows the school calendar. 

Bolton Play Group 

Waterbury Public Library News 

“Life in Washington County” Screening 
 

Please join us for a special screening of "Life in Wash-
ington County" by Bill Doyle, history professor at Johnson 
State College and state senator on Thursday, March 11 at 7 
PM at the Waterbury Senior Center. This event is spon-
sored by the Waterbury Public Library. 
 "Life in Washington County" is the sixth documen-
tary produced as a collaboration between Bill Doyle's Ver-
mont Government and History class at JSC and Vince 
Franke of Peregrine Productions of Waterbury. In develop-
ing the documentary, Franke and the JSC students inter-
viewed 19 Washington County residents. This film blends 
interviews and images of local people in the first half of the 
20th century. More than 200 historical photographs provide 
a visual record of life in the region. Free and open to the 
public. 

 
The Day of the Pelican, and Other Stories of Immigra-

tion 
The Waterbury Public Library is participating in the 

VT Humanities Council “Vermont Reads” program, and 
has multiple copies of the 2010 selection, The Day of the 
Pelican by Katherine Paterson. The book recounts the jour-
ney of a Muslim family fleeing ethnic cleansing in the Bal-
kans and landing in Vermont. Katherine Paterson, who also 
wrote the popular Newbery Medal Award winner, Bridge 
to Terabithia, is a local writer who lives in Barre. She was 
recently named the National Ambassador for Young Peo-
ple’s Literature by the Library of Congress and has won 
numerous awards and recognitions for her body of work 
over the years. 

On Wednesday, March 31 we will host an intergenera-
tional discussion of The Day of the Pelican (appropriate for 

young adults on up), at the Crossett Brook Middle School 
Library at 7 PM. We will also be hearing personal stories 
from some of our local immigrants, and we want to hear 
from YOU too! We would like to invite all community 
members to come and share their own unique story of 
immigration at this event. It could be your own, or a fam-
ily member’s experience. No registration required. Come 
on into the library and sign out your copy of this wonderful 
and insightful book today! 

 
Special Kids Events  
Come join Dawn Fairbanks for some special story time 

events during the month of March: 
• Thursday, March 18: Celtic Dance Story Time, 

held at One Studio Dance and Yoga at 10 AM, for 
ages 4 and up. 

• Wednesday, March 24: VINS Day at the 
Waterbury Public Library! 12:30-1:15 PM we’ll 
have a Raptor Encounter, and then from 1:30-3:00, 
get ready to “Go With the Flow”! 

• Saturday, March 27: Princess Story Time at 10 
AM: Shine your tiara and prepare to be entertained 
with princess stories, princess face painting and a 
craft fit for the most royal of preschoolers!  For 
ages 3-6. 

Please note that all above kids’ events require ad-
vance registration:  244-7036. 


